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Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  estimated  population  of  Usk  Urban  District  has 
slowly  increased  over  the  last  25  years,  with  an  even  greater  increase 
in  demand  for  more  new  houses.  People  not  only  expect  a higher 
standard  of  living  hut  families  are  no  longer  the  tight-knit  units 
they  used  to  he.  Nowadays,  young  people  are  not  content  to  live  with 
their  parents  and  grandparents,  and  the  late  sixties  saw  the  return 
fashion  of  younger  marriages,  with  the  newly-weds  eager  to  set  up  homes 
of  their  own.  Parents,  also,  in  their  middle  age,  like  to  shed  some  of 
their  earlier  responsibilities  to  their  children  and  mums  often  wish  to 
have  wider  interests  outside  the  home.  At  the  same  time  there  are  more 
pensioners,  many  of  #iom  have  found  life  increasingly  difficult  in  houses 
that  have  become  too  large  and  laborious  with  too  few  amenities  and 
inadequate  help. 

Not  so  long  ago,  houses  were  built  with  the  minimum  regard 
to  physical  environment  only.  These  were  arranged  in  long  rows,  having 
a small  back  yard,  often  improperly  paved  and  opening  directly  on  to 
the  street  in  front.  Pew  of  these  exist  in  Usk  today,  and  some  of  them 
have  had  a facial  uplift.  Baths  were  installed  gradually  by  the 
conversion  of  a bedroom  to  bathroom.  The  flushing  cistern  replaced  the 
old-fashioned  hand -flushed  water  closet.  Electricity  slowly  gained 
supremacy  over  the  old  gas  mantles.  Cooking  facilities  remained  rather 
primitive  for  some  time  - the  old  kitchen  range  occupying  pride  of  place 
and  faithfully  black-japaned'  by  the  more  diligent  housewife.  Such 
accommodation  provided  a measure  of  comfort  for  the  worker  and  his 
family  without  exceeding  his  income  limits.  Frequently,  they  \vere 
occupied  by  two  or  more  families. 

Later,  we  had  the  short  terraces  of  houses,  of  varying 
design,  with  front  and  back  gardens.  At  this  time,  the  two  or  three 
bedroom  non-parlour  type  of  house  came  into  vogue.  There  came  a 
vigorous  drive  against  overcrowding,  with  the  result  that  the  one  and 
two  room  dwellers  became  fewer  in  number.  The  negative  approach  to  the 
housing  problem  gradually  gave  way  to  a more  positive  outlook. 
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The  changing  concepts  of  the  environment  now  requires 
the  building  of  houses  according  to  family  needs  - physical,  emotianal 
and  social.  The  goal  should  be  the  provision  of  a self-contained 
dwelling  of  flexible  design  for  each  family.  Ideally,  the  house  should 
be  constructed  so  as  to  allow  parents  to  live  harmoniously  together  and 
to  bring  up  children  under  healthy  and  comfortable  conditions.  Living 
space  within  the  house  must  not  only  be  adequate  but  it  must  be  well 
insulated  and  the  space-heating  efficient,  ICitchen  designs  have  been 
revolutionised  with  the  provision  of  labour  saving  devices  while 
retaining  sufficient  room  for  working  convenience. 

Recent  planning  tends  to  provide  a mixture  of  dwellings, 
family  houses  arranged  in  short  terraces  or  individually5  bungalows 
for  the  elderly  as  well  as  a very  small  number  of  flats.  All  should 
be  within  easy  distance  of  the  shopping  and  cultural  centres,  and  at 
the  same  time,  adequate  space  for  recreation  must  be  provided.  It  is 
desirable  that  people  should  interest  themselves  in  community  affairs 
difficult  though  this  may  be  with  the  constant  bombairdment  from  the 
mass  media.  However,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a v;ide  range  of  social 
and  cultural  amenities  available  to  all.  These  include  churches,  schools, 
library,  pubs,  parks,  playing  fields,  youth  clubs  etc.  Certainly,  Usk 
has  played  its  part  in  providing  houses  oonducive  both  to  the  health  and 
happiness  of  its  inhabitants. 

Despite  the  efforts  made  there  is  mounting  evidence  of  a 
sick  society  in  certain  sections  of  the  community.  Acts  of  hooliganism 
and  vandalism  occur  too  frequently  within  any  class  of  society  tending 
to  flourish  whenever  a crowd  is  gathered  together. 

In  the  main,  infectious  diseases  are  now  under  control, 
but  we  see  an  upward  trend  in  the  incidence  of  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  through  promiscuity.  This  fonii  of  behaviour  has  already  spread 
to  the  teenage  group  and  it  seems  that  more  infections  of  this  type  are 
occurring  even  at  school. 
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Nationally,  we  find  that  the  illegitimate  hirth-rate 
has  increased,  and  there  has  been  a marked  upward  trend  in  the 
number  of  abortions.  As  yet,  this  is  not  in  the  experience  in  Usk. 
Fatal  accidents  and  suicides  are  also  comparatively  rare  in  the  town. 
Nevertheless,  one  is  mindful  of  the  medical  and  social  hazards 
associated  with  these  conditions,  but  one  hopes  that  the  relatively 
healthy  environment  of  the  town  will  continue,  despite  the  sad  demise 
of  its  Urban  District  Council  with  the  pending  reorganisation  of 
local  Government, 
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VITAL  STA.TISTICS  - 1970 


Area  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •« 

Estimated  Population  ••  •. 

, 2,270 

NumLer  of  inhabited  houses  •• 

(according  to  Rate  Book  on  31» 

12.70*) 

693 

Rateable  Value  • . • . • . 

. £54,396 

* £214.20 

1970 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

17 

9 

26 

illegitimate 

— 

TOTAL 

17 

9 

26 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

USK 

COUNTY 

ENGLAND  WALES 

per  1000  population 

11.5 

15.7 

16.0 

Comparability  Factor 

Adjusted  live  birth  rate  Usk  = 11*5  x 0.99 

ti  M County 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate 

0.99 
= 11,4 

= 16.01 

0.71 

STILL  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

USK 

COUNTY 

ENGUi-ND  & Y/ALES 

per  1000  live  & still  births 

nil 

15.4 

13.0 

DEATHS 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

All  Causes 

11- 

12 

23 

Death  rate  TJer  1000  population 

USK 

COUOTY 

ENGIAND  & WALES 

lOil 

11*6 

11*7 

Comparability  Factor 
Adjusted  death  rate  Usk 
••  " County 

cz 

10,1 

8S 

X 1.31 

cs 

1.31 

15.2 

12*99 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  eath  rate  to  National  Rate  = 

1.13 

DEi.THS  FROM  CANCER 

M 

2 

F 

3 

TOTAL 

5 

DE/^THS  FROM  LUITG  CAMCER 

- 

1 

1 

4 


* * 
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DEA.THS  DUE  TO  PREGIiilHCY,  CHIU-BIRTH,  ABORTION 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  USK  COUNTY 

(Rate  per  1000  live-  & still-births)  - 0*18 


INFilNT  MORTALITY 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

USK 

COUIWY 

ENGIAiro  & WALES 

(Rate  per  1000  total  live 

births ) 77 

21.12 

18,0 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  -- 

first  4 weeks 

(Rate  per  1000  total  live 

births)  77 

14.26 

12,0 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  ; 

Rate  - under  1 wk 

38 

12,63 

11,0 

Perinatal  Mortality 

38 

27»9 

23.0 

(Still-births  & infant  deaths  under 

1 wk  per  1000  total  live  & still-births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  in  Usk  Urban  Pis trict 
1963  - 1970 


Year 

Ikunber  of  First 
Week  Deaths 

Number  of  Still-births 

Perinatal 
Maternity  Rate 

1970 

1 

38,0 

1969 

- 

1 

31.0 

1968 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

1 

1 

49.0 

1966 

- 

2 

40.8 

1965 

- 

- 

- 

1964 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

wm 

Perinatal  Mortality  1963  - 1970 


Usk  Urban  District,  Pontypool  Rural  District  and  Monmouthshire  County 


Year 

Usk  Urban  District 

Pontypool  Rural  District 

Mon.  County 

1970 

38.0 

30,0 

27.9 

1969 

31.0 

13.0 

27.33  I 

1968 

- 

31  cO 

25.0  ! 

1967 

49.0 

35.5 

29.09  1 

1966 

40,8 

28,27 

33.87 

1965 

- 

22,1 

35.98 

1964 

- 

26.5 

37.25 

1963 

- 

30.12 

35.82 

5 


Nunbers  of  Deaths  l3.y  Cause  in.  sex  and  age  groups  for  Usk  1970 
for  Usk  197Q 


Cause  of  Death 

Sox 

Total! 

all 

ages 

Under 

4 

Yreeks 

4 Weeks 
& under 
1 year 

Age  in  years 

—f 

1- 

5- 

P-5- 

25- 

55- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75+ 

Ife-lignant 
Ifeoplasn 
liuug  Bronchus 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Ivlalignant 

Neoplasn 

Breast 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Malignant 

Neoplasn 

Prostate 

M 

P 

1 

f 

1 

Leukaemia 

M 

P 

1 

1 

i 

1 

- — ---  — j- 

Other 

Malignant 

Neoplasms 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Chronic 
Rheumatic 
Heart  Disease 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Ischaemic 
Heart  Disease 

M 

P 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of 
Heart  Disease 

M 

P 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Cerebrovasculai 

Disease 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Other  diseases 
of  Circulatory 
S.vsten 

M 

P 

2 

1 

n ■ ~ 

1 

Influe  nza 

“TT 

P 

T“ 

1 

X 

Pneiomonia 

? 

1 

1 

4. 

Bronchitis  and 
Emphysema 

M 

P 

1 

1 

Other  diseases 
of  Digestive 
System 

M 

P 

1 

-I 

X 

Congenital 

Anomalies 

M 

P 

2 

2 

I 

i 

TOTAL 
All  Causes 

M 

P 

11 

12 

2 

- 

1 

] 1 

1 

1 

2 

5 
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m^IFlABIE  INFECTIOUS  DISEilSES  (other  than  Tuberculosis ) 
Classified  according  to  a^e  and  sex 


Disease 

Sex 

A 

ge 

TOTAL 

0 ] 

1 

A 

10-14 

15-24 

>5+ 

Diphtheria 

M 

P 

1 

1 

i 

i 

Scarlet 

Fever 

M 

i 

i 

1 

F 

Hfeningococcal 

Infection 

M 

1 

P 

. . 

. 

Measles 

M 

1 

1 

2'  ! 
♦ 

P 

i 

1 

Whoopi32g 

Cough 

M 

! 

{ 

T 

1 

! 

1 

( 

i 

Poliomyelitis 

M 

i 

P 

1 

_ . 1 

1 

1 

! 

Dy  sentry 

M 

L __  1 _ ___ 

! 

P 

1 

t 

t 

1 

1 ; 

Pood 

Poisoning 

M 

j 

1 

i 

i 

I 

P 

I 

Erysipelis 

M 

i . 

P 

! 

1 

1 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.M.  JAMES,  B.SC.,  M,B.,  B.Ch, , D.P.H. 
JfiDICAL  OfTICER  OP  HEALTH. 
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i\Qr,  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I wish  to  submit  my  report  of  the  work  carried  out  in 
the  district  during  the  year  1970* 

VISITS  OF  INSFECTION 

hOU  Se  O o0o«o«*«oono*o«Q«oo*«o«OBOeo«o«eooaooooooooo«oae«  121 

Re  "X  nSpe  C t X OnS  o*o*e4i>«eoa«oeBoaoeo«a«**OA*«0OeeoBo«ooc*  252 

Improveme  nt  Grants 3I 

Council  Houses  c ....... .00 I71 

Nuisances  ..........  3I 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ...............  184 

Factories  and  V/orkshops  50 

Public  conveniences  60 

Water  supplies  ....... ...... .......... ...... ...... ......  37 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disjoosal  .........................  62 

Miscellaneous  13 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  • 81 

Roads  181 

Sewage  \\Torks  a.............. ...... ........ ..............  65 

Stre  et  Lighting  ...  53 

Cattle  Ife^rke t ............................o. ...... ......  63 

Slaughterhouse  ao................  ..  ...  ..  ...  ........ .....  11 

Rfeat  Inspection  93 

Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  123 

Pe  troleum  Lice  ns ing  0o..o..e......ee..ee«o.o...9ooe..o..  12 

Rl anni ng  .o... o.... .. .....o. ....... o...... ...... ........  t5 


OVERCROP  ING 

Very  little  overcrowding  exists  in  Usk.  This  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  persons  living  in  apartments  in  overcrowded  conditions 
have  been  given  priority  by  the  Council  when  council  houses  become 
vac ante 
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The  only  ground  used  for  caravan  purposes  is  the  market  car 
park  which  is  used  solely  for  the  accommodation  of  caravans  during 
the  Annual  Trinity  Pair  - water  supply  and  sanitation  are  provided. 
Six  caravans  are  permitted,  under  licence  from  the  Council,  to  be 
stored  on  part  of  the  grassed  area  at  rear  of  the  market, 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  & 

Housing  Acts, 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  its  purpose 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  -be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

2,  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  -without  serving 
Formal  Notices 

I?umber  of  defective  dvvellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  l6 

3*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(i ) Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act  1957 

(a)  No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  vdiich 

notices  \7ere  served  requiring  repairs  - 

(b)  No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(c)  No,  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  ;=tiich 

Closing  Orders  were  made  - 

(d)  No,  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

(a)  NOo  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  #ii  ch 
notices  vrere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

(i)  By  Owners 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  - 
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V/ATER  SUPPLY 


The  Town  was  served  by  the  Gwent  Water  Board  and  with  the 
exception  of  four  houses , vAuich  are  distant  from  the  mains , all 
houses  have  piped  water  supply.  Twenty-eight  samples  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Riblic  Health  Laboratories  and  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  in  all  cases, 

SEWAGE  I)  IS  PCS AL 

The  majority  of  houses  in  the  district  are  connection  to  the 
Town  aevTers,  The  sewage  disposal  plant  deals  with  all  sewage  and 
is  operating  successfully,  though  very  regular  attention  is  required 
at  the  pumping  station  in  connection  with  pump  maintenance , and  also 
some  difficulty  is  caused  vdth  the  removal  and  disposal  of  sewage 
sludge.  Weather  conditions  have  a bearing  on  our  difficulties  in 
glxihge  drying  and  with  the  limited  provision  of  sludge  beds  it  is 
sometimes  impossible  to  empty  tanks  at  sufficiently  freq.uent  periods, 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  sewers  are  treated  twice  a year  and  no  heavy  infestations 
have  been  reported. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tip  are  regularly  treated 
to  keep  any  infestation  to  a minimum.  During  the  year  29  other 
properties  were  inspected  and  treated  for  minor  infestations. 

FOOD  HYGIEIiE 

In  general  the  pre  mises  are  satisfactory  and  a good  standard 
is  maintained. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GBIMLIL)  REGURITIOI^  I960 


No.  of  Premises  - 35 

Trade  & No, 

No,  of  Premises 

No,  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

fitted  to  comply 

to  which  a'og.l9 

fitted  to  comply 

v/ith  Reg,  l6 

applies 

with  Reg,  19 

Licensed  Premises  12 

12 

12 

12 

Cafes  2 

2 

2 

2 

Fruit  & 'Veg,  3 

5 

3 

5 

General  Grocers  9 

9 

9 

9 

Sweets  & Tobacco  5 

5 

- 

““ 

Butchers  4 

4 

4 

4 

Totals  35 

35 

30 

50 
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SIAUGHTER HOUSES  aCT  1957  - SlaiiA'hter  of  Animals 
(Amendment  Act) 


There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 

Itoaher  of  carcases  inf,;pected  and  condenmod 


Sheep/ Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle  1 

Number  killed 

503 

171 

- 

71  1 

Number  inspected 

503 

171 

- 

71 

^0  Inspected 

100 

100 

100 

100  ! 

All  Diseases  (except  Ttiherculosis ) 

Whole  carcase  condemned  Nil 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part  or  organ  v/as  condemned  ......  43 


Tuberculosis  only 

Miole  carcase  condemned  Hil 

Carcases  of  v^.ich  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  ......  Hil 

No.  of  visits  for  meat  inspection  93 

HOUSING  BIPROVEIENTS 


During  the  year  the  Council  approved  one  Standard  Grant 
application  and  one  Discretionary  Grant. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  ov/ners  of  suitable  properties 
to  improve  and  modernise  their  houses.  The  i*aising  of  the  general 
level  of  older  housing  accommodation  is  v/ell  worth#iilo. 


BUILDING  REGULATIONS 


31  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year  . These  were  made  up 
as  follov/S2  new  houses  4,  improvements  13?  garages  6 and  other 
buildings  8,  This  compares  with  a figure  of  40  for  19^9?  40  for 
1968,  43  for  1967  and  44  for  1966c 
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lETROLEUTJ  LICEiNSING 


There  are  four  premises  in  the  district  where  petroleum  spirit 
is  stored.  Tvrelve  visits  to  these  premises  w'ere  made  during  the  year. 
Installations  a,rc  satiofa-ctory. 

REFUGE  COLLECTION  hlSPOSxlL 


A T/eekly  collection  is  in  operation  and  is  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Pontypool  Rural  District  Council, 

All  tipping  is  carried  out  at  the  tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town^ 
The  tip  is  visited  regularly  and  Rodent  Control  Treatment  carried  out. 
During  the  season  the  tip  area  is  also  treated  with  insecticides,  Vfe 
were  more  fortunate  than  usual  in  so  far  as  a reasonable  quantity  of 
soil  was  available  for  cover.  This  v/as  spread  and  the  appearance  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  area  greatly  improved.  Areas  of  the  tip 
which  had  been  covered  were  seeded  and  most  of  the  enclosure  can  now 
be  regularly  mown  with  the  Council’s  tractor-dram  mower. 


FACTORIES  ACT 


1,  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector), 


Premises 

Humber 

on 

Register 

Humber  of 

Occupiers 
Pro  secuted 

! 

< 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
sections  Iy2y3j4?6,  are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

4 

9 

- 

* 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  above  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

7 

1 — I 

CM 

- 

' i 

! 
1 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
Tillich  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

- 

- 

TOTiVL 

11 

30 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES  ACT 


2,  Cases  in  vjhich  defects  v/ere  found, 

mJlffiERS  Qj-  DEFECTS 


PiWTICULiRS 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
by  H.M.I. 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (3,1) 

- 

Overcrov/ding  (S*2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

4m 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Water  supp  ly  insufficient 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

- 

— 

•• 

•• 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Outworkers Nil 


I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Momhors  of  the  Council  and 
ny  fellow  Officers  for  the  help  and  co-operation  I have  received  during 
the  year, 

I anij 

Mr.  Chairman j Ifedain  & Gentlenen, 

G.V.R.EEE,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Surveyor  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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